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OBJECTS  AND  METHODS  OF  OUR  WORK. 


Our  primary  object  is  to  enable  a mother  to  retain  the  personal 
charge  of  her  infant,  when  without  such  help  she  might  be  obliged 
to  give  it  up  for  adoption  or  to  place  it  in  an  institution. 

As  only  a mother  whose  affection  for  her  infant  leads  her  to 
desire  to  keep  it  in  her  own  charge  is  eligible  as  an  object  of  this 
charity,  it  is  evident  that  no  compulsion  is  ever  used  toward  any 
one  who  receives  help  from  us. 

The  main  points  which  distinguish  our  methods  from  those 
of  other  charities  are  : — 

' 1.  The  working  without  an  institution,  and  thus  coming  into 
personal  relations  with  those  whom  we  help,  while  we  avoid  the 
heavy  expenses  and  cumbrous  methods  which  all  institutions 
require. 

2.  Ours  is  the  only  charity  in  Boston  which  has  for  its  object 
the  assistance  of  mothers,  as  such,  both  married  and  unmarried. 
Others  aid  ‘Tallen  women,”  “friendless  girls,”  and  the  like. 
While  including  the  unmarried  among  our  mothers,  we  think  it 
more  wholesome  to  aid  them  as  “mothers”  than  as  “fallen.” 

3.  While  the  first  two  points  still  distinguish  us  from  other 
charities,  with  objects  partly  similar,  our  third  principle,  we  are 
glad  to  say,  has  been  adopted,  to  some  extent  at  least,  by  others. 

When  we  began  our  work,  in  1873,  there  was  in  Boston  no 
charity  intended  to  care  for  infants  which  did  not  involve  the 
separation  of  the  mother  and  child.  Now  there  are  several  which 
see  clearly  the  advantage  of  keeping  together  a mother  and  in- 
fant, even  when  the  mother  is  unmarried.  A woman  who  is 
parted  from  her  child  is  more  likely  to  yield  a second  time  to 
temptation.  One  who  retains  the  personal  charge  of  her  baby 
has  a wholesome  occupation  for  her  mind  and  heart,  and  a con- 
stant incentive  to  an  upright,  industrious  life. 


The  address  of  Miss  Clarke’s  Branch  is  No.  27  Fa5^ette  Street,  Boston. 
Rooms  open  every  week-day,  10  to  1 o’clock  and  2.30  to  4.30. 

Agent,  Miss  E.  M.  Locke,  Assistant  Agents,  Miss  H.  A.  Cummings, 
Miss  M.  T.  Sanford. 


The  address  of  Miss  Parkman  is  Room  48,  Charity  Building,  Chardon 
Street,  Boston.  Her  room  is  open  on  Monday  and  Thursday  from  2 to 
4 P.  M. 


REPORT. 


During  the  year  1907,  446  mothers  have  been  assisted ; of 
whom  272  first  came  into  relations  with  us  during  the  year. 

Our  aim  is  to  enable  each  mother  to  retain  the  personal 
charge  and  care  of  her  child ; and  to  become  self-supporting  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Our  usual  method  is  to  place  her  in  a family,  at  domestic 
service,  her  infant  being  in  every  case  received  with  her. 

Our  work,  however,  includes  a great  deal  more  than  the  find- 
ing of  suitable  employment.  Some  of  the  greatest  difficulties  are 
in  the  case  of  illness.  When  the  mother  or  the  child  is  ill,  or 
in  delicate  health,  unceasing  watchfulness  is  needed ; and  far  more 
time  and  trouble  must  be  expended  than  in  caring  for  one  in  good 
health. 

We  find  it  necessary  to  repeat  that  we  do  not  assist  those 
mothers  who  are  actually  depraved.  Not  because  we  would 
deprecate  any  help  being  given  to  such  women.  But  a different 
method  is  required  in  dealing  with  them ; and  a different  equip- 
ment necessary.  Our  object  is,  to  assist  a mother  who  loves 
her  child  to  retain  it  in  her  personal  charge ; and  if  a mother 
is  depraved,  it  is  not  desirable  that  her  child  should  remain  in 
her  care.  It  is  important  that  this  should  be  understood,  in  order 
that  the  time  and  strength  of  our  agents  may  not  be  consumed 
in  dealing  with  cases,  unfit  for  our  methods,  and  which  it  is  not 
our  object  to  assist. 

The  increasing  number  of  new  applications  and  the  large 
number  of  old  cases,  which  still  need  advice  and  sometimes  as- 
sistance, renders  a third  worker  an  absolute  necessity.  One 
very  important  part  of  the  work  consists  in  visiting  our  mothers 
frequently;  and  without  a third  worker,  this  could  not  be  done. 
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We  are  sometimes  asked  for  information  in  regard  to  the 
later  years  of  those  children,  whose  mothers  (unmarried)  are 
cared  for  by  us  when  they  (the  children)  are  infants.  The 
following  brief  records  may  be  of  interest. 

1.  Was  placed  in  a family  where  she  has  remained  seven- 
teen years.  The  employers  think  so  highly  of  her  son,  that  they 
intend  to  send  him  to  the  Institute  of  Technology. 

2.  Was  sent  to  a family  thirteen  years  ago,  and  has  re- 
mained there  ever  since.  Her  little  girl  is  so  intelligent,  that 
the  employer  intends  to  give  her  a superior  education ; preparing 
her  to  be  a teacher. 

3.  Has  a son  thirty  years  old.  IMiss  Parkman,  who  first 
assisted  the  mother,  has  known  her  since  the  child  was  a few 
weeks  old.  The  mother  writes  that  he  is  all  that  she  could  desire ; 
“the  joy  of  her  life.”  The  employer  of  the  young  man,  with 
whom  he  has  worked  since  he  was  a child,  writes : “There  is  no 
out  about  him ; he  is  universally  respected  in  the  town.” 

4.  Has  a son  about  fourteen  years  old.  They  have  lived 
with  the  same  family  more  than  ten  years ; the  boy  having  every 
possible  good  influence  and  educational  advantage. 

5.  A Swede.  Her  little  girl  is  twelve  years  old.  Her 
mother  came  to  see  us  lately  to  ask  help  for  a young  girl,  who 
needs  our  care.  Remembering  with  gratitude  all  that  had  been 
done  for  herself  she  felt  a desire  to  do  what  she  could  for  one 
in  the  same  position.  About  herself  she  reports  that  she  went 
back  to  Sweden  some  time  ago,  and  remained  two  years;  but 
has  now  returned  to  her  former  employer,  leaving  her  daughter 
for  the  present,  because  she  wants  her  to  go  to  school  and  to 
be  confirmed  in  Sweden;  but  after  that  she  intends  to  bring  her 
back  to  this  country. 

6.  This  is  a very  touching  case.  We  sent  the  mother  to 
a minister’s  family,  many  years  ago.  She  remained  there  seven 
years ; and  then  married  a respectable  man,  in  the  same  town. 
Her  employers  had  become  so  much  attached  to  the  boy,  that, 
at  their  request,  she  consented  to  let  him  remain  with  them.  They 
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regarded  him  as  their  own  son.  When  he  was  about  twenty 
years  old  and  had  just  obtained  an  excellent  position,  he  lost  his 
life  by  a steamer  accident.  His  adopted  parents  mourned  him 
as  the  son  who  would-  have  been  the  staff  of  their  old  age ; and 
the  expressions  of  sympathy  and  esteem,  from  the  church,  of 
which  he  was  a member,  and  the  fellow  townsmen,  were  very 
affecting. 

Instances  like  these  might  be  multiplied. 


The  following  list  contains  brief  records  of  those  taken  in 
charge  more  recently ; but  who  have  been  ‘in  our  care  long  enough 
for  us  to  be  familiar  with  the  case ; and  to  have  formed  close  and 
friendly  relations  with  the  mother. 

Lest  it  should  be  supposed  that  they  have  been  selected  be- 
cause they  are  the  only  ones  who  have  turned  out  well,  we  will 
state  that  they  have  been  chosen  almost  as  they  occurred  to  us, 
and  that,  did  space  permit,  many  more  might  be  given. 

Where  the  phrase  “doing  well,”  is  used,  it  always  includes 
both  mother  and  child.  And  in  every  case  but  one  (No.  11)  the 
child  has,  since  the  application  was  made  to  us,  remained  in  the 
mother’s  personal  charge.  9 . , . 

^ ^ if  ^ • 


1.  German.  Applied  to  us  in  1901.  We  found  her  a situation  the  same 
month.  She  has  remained  there  seven  years  (her  child  with  her),  giving 
satisfaction.  Letters  from  herself  and  her  employer  show  her  to  be  con- 
tented and  happy. 


/ 


2.  American.  Application  in  1901.  Has  done  well  ever  since, 
mother  and  child  seen  recently. 


Both 


3.  Nova  Scotia.  1903.  Both  she  and  her  little  girl  are  doing  well 
Seen  recently.  : ^ ; 


(A  difficult  case  that  has  turned  out  well.) 

4.  French-Canadian.  Application  July  1,  1904.  Had  lost  her  mother 
when  she  was  an  infant;  her  father  when  she  was  fourteen  years  old. 

Brought  up  by  an  uncle.  Her  own  infant  very  delicate;  had  opthalmia. 

/ • P . 
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The  mother  was  determined  to  keep  and  care  for  her  child,  in  spite 
of  opposition  from  her  sister.  The  mother  herself  frail  and  delicate.  She 
was  sent  to  a Convalescent  Home.  Afterward,  to  a situation.  She  re- 
turned to  us,  the  employer  saying  she  was  untidy  and  impertinent,  and 
had  a violent  temper.  She  was  sent  by  Miss  Locke  to  the  Dedham  Home, 
for  training.  Here  her  record  was  that  her  work  was  good,  but  she  was 
quarrelsome  and  made  trouble  with  other  inmates.  For  this  reason  she 
was  discharged.  Miss  Locke  told  her  she  would  give  her  one  more  chance. 
But  she  (the  patient)  was  obliged  to  go  to  a Hospital  for  an  operation,  her 
child  being  temporarily  received  by  the  Children’s  Mission.  The  child 
needed  a great  deal  of  medical  care  on  account  of  the  opthalmia,  and  other 
ailments.  After  many  vicissitudes,  and  a period  of  about  two  years,  during 
which  this  mother  and  child  needed  more  care  and  gave  more  trouble 
than  almost  any  other  ten  cases  in  our  charge,  they  were  sent,  in  March, 
1906,  to  a situation  on  a farm  in  a country  town.  In  July,  1907,  the  farm 
changed  hands,  but  the  new  family  retained  the  mother  and  child.  She  is 
now  doing  very  well.  The  little  girl  is  “the  picture  of  health.”  The  loss 
of  eyesight  (in  one  eye)  averted.  On  Christmas,  the  employers  had  a 
Christmas  tree  for  the  little  girl.  The  mother’s  record  is,  that  she  still  has 
occasional  “flare-ups”  of  temper,  but  in  other  respects  is  satisfactory.  Her 
health  is  greatly  improved. 


5.  Irish.  Her  infant  was  born  in  September,  1906,  but  we  had  charge 
of  her  three  months  before  that,  finding  her  a place  where  she  worked  for 
her  board.  The  baby  was  very  ill  this  last  year,  so  that  no  one  expected 
him  to  live;  but  thanks  to  the  vigilance  of  our' workers  his  life  was  saved, 
and  he  is  now  a healthy,  happy  child.  The  mother  is  in  an  excellent  situa- 
tion and  doing  very  well,  the  baby  with  her. 


6.  Newfoundland.  Nearly  two  years  in  our  care.  Doing  remarkably 
well.  Seen  recently.  The  baby  healthy  and  happy. 

7.  American.  April,  1906,  Then  only  eighteen  years  old.  A remark- 
ably pretty  and  attractive  girl.  We  sent  her  to  a situation,  almost  at  once, 
where  she  has  remained  ever  since,  doing  perfectly  well.  We  hear  from 
her  or  from  her  employer  frequently.  The  employer  is  fond  of  her,  and 
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very  kind  to  her  and  to  the  baby,  and  gives  the  mother  an  excellent  char- 
acter. 

8.  Swede.  April,  1906.  Referred  to  us  from  the  Talitha  Cumi  Home. 

Is  doing  very  well,  and  has  been  seen  recently.  Very  fond  of  the  baby. 

9.  Colored.  Has  been  on  our  list  about  two  years.  She  has  been  in 
the  same  place  during  that  time,  and  is  doing  perfectly  well.  Her  em- 
ployer lives  not  far  from  Boston,  and  the  mother  and  child  are  frequently  / 
seen  by  one  of  our  visitors. 


10.  British  Provinces.  On  our  list  about  two  years,  and  in  the  same 

situation.  Both  doing  well  and  frequently  seen  by  our  visitors.  P)  . ( 

</ 

11.  German.  March,  1906.  An  exception.  Notwithstanding  the  advice 
and  encouragement  given  by  our  agent,  was  unwilling  to  take  a situation 
with  her  infant,  and  herself  placed  her  at  board.  Nevertheless  she  has 
shown  much  affection  for  her  and  last  Christmas  took  her  to  the  house  of 
her  employer  to  spend  the  day.  She  has  also  continued  in  friendly  rela- 
tions with  us.  She  has  recently  been  invited  to  make  her  home  with  a 
married  sister  in  the  West,  and  is  to  go  soon,  taking  her  baby  with  her 
so  that  they  will  have  a permanent  home  together. 


12.  Swede.  Application  February,  1906;  child  three  months  old.  She 

been  living  with  an  employer  who  advised  her  placing  the  infant  in  an 
orphanage.  But  she  was  very  much  attached  to  him,  and  willing  to 
follow  our  advice.  She  paid  her  own  board  while  waiting  for  a situation, 
which  was  found  for  her  March,  1906.  She  has  remained  there  ever  since, 
doing  well.  Is  saving  money  and  hopes  to  have  enough  by  next  summer 
to  go  home  to  Sweden  and  make  a visit.  tc  " ’ ' -Vf 

13.  Nova  Scotia.  Spring,  1906.  Her  plan  was  to  board  her  baby,  but 

she  was  encouraged  by  our  agent  to  take  a situation  with  him.  She  has 
done  very  well,  has  been  sixteen  months  in  her  last  place;  and  is  soon  to 
be  married  to  the  child’s  father.  i'^ 


Isbu,  t 


The  following  records  are  of  mothers  taken  in  charge  during  the  year 
1907.  Obviously,  we  can  give  only  a history  of  some  months. 

1.  Scotch;  22  years  old.  Arrived  from  Scotland  in  the  spring  of  1907 

9u/.lL.c 
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and  was  referred  to  us  by  the  agent  of  the  Young  Travelers’  Aid  Society 
when  her  infant  was  a few  weeks  old. 

A place  was  found  for  her,  the  child  being  received  with  her  (as  our 
principles  require).  But  after  she  had  been  there  about  three  months,  a 
married  sister  living  in  the  West  invited  her  to  make  her  home  with  her, 
bringing  the  baby  also.  She  went  in  November,  1907,  and  we  have  since 
heard  from  her  two  or  three  times. 

The  following  letter  is  from  an  unmarried  sister  of  this  young  girl,  living 
in  this  country.  We  will  add  that  the  young  girl’s  mother  did  come  from 
Scotland  to  see  her,  and  that  she  met  our  agent.  We  spent  no  money  on 
this  case,  as  all  expenses  were  paid  by  the  relatives.  But  it  required  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  thought. 

“Dear  Miss  C., — I received  your  note.  It  was  very  kind  of  you  to  write 
to  me,  and  I do  feel  so  grateful  to  you  for  all  your  kindness  to  us.  I’ll 
never  be  able  to  repay  you  in  this  wide  world. 

I had  a letter  from  E.  and  she  is  feeling  so  lonesome;  I feel  so  sorry 
for  her.  I just  wish  I was  nearer,  but  I expect  to  be  back  in  Boston  in 
about  three  weeks  now,  so  don’t  you  think  that  it  would  be  nice  to  have 
E.  near  us.  We  would  be  able  to  go  and  see  her  and  help  her  along 
and  be  able  to  take  care  of  the  baby  and  let  her  go  to  church  once  in  a 
while,  and  cheer  her  up.  Oh,  Miss  C.,  if  you  only  knew  how  sore  my 
heart  is  for  her  and  many’s  the  cry  I have.  If  she  had  been  a bad  girl 
there  wouldn’t  be  so  much  to  feel,  but  she  was  always  so  good  in  her 
ways,  and  wouldn’t  tell  a lie  to  save  herself,  and  I do  feel  so  sorry  for  my 
mother.  She  and  I are  all  that  know,  and-  my  mother  is  breaking  her 
heart,  and  she  can’t  unburden  her  mind  to  my  father  nor  sisters.  So  I 
have  told  her  to  have  a little  more  patience  and  as  soon  as  I am  back  in 
Boston  she  can  come  to  see  E.  I will  be  sure  to  bring  her  to  see  you, 
for  I want  her  to  meet  you,  you  have  been  so  good.  I have  one  of  the 
best  mothers  that  ever  was;  she  is  a real  good  true  Christian,  and  so 
patient  and  kind.” 

2.  American;  of  a respectable  family;  nineteen  years  old.  Brought  to 
us  in  the  summer  of  1907,  by  her  mother  who  had  heard  of  us  (at  her  own 
home,  a country  resort)  from  a summer  resident.  The  infant  was  then 
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four  or  five  weeks  old.  It  was  difficult  to  arrange  for  this  young  woman 
because  she  had  been  taught  no  housework,  nor  any  means  of  support.  It 
was  necessary  to  find  a situation  where  a great  deal  of  patience  and  kind- 
ness would  be  shown  to  an  ignorant,  untrained  girl  with  the  care  of  an 
infant  on  her  hands.  This  was  done  and  she  has  improved  greatly,  and  is 
doing  fairly  well. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  the  wife  of  the  young  girl’s 
uncle : 

“Will  you’ kindly  post  the  letter  which  I have  enclosed  for  D.  I also  wish 
to  thank  you  for  the  kindness  you  have  shown  her  and  assure  you  it  is 
appreciated.  I am  glad  you  could  see  D.  and  her  mother,  for  letters  are 
not  very  satisfactory,  and  I think  now  you  can  understand  everything.  I 
think  D.  is  better  off  away  from  her  mother  from  the  fact  that  the  mother- 
love  seemed  to  blind  her  to  D.’s  fault  and  place  it  all  on  the  young  man 
which  I do  not  think  was  well  for  D.,  and  what  seemed  a mistake  to  me 
also  was  in  urging  D.  to  go  about  (not  as  much  as  formerly,  but  too  much 
to  give  a good  impression)  and  in  a short  time  it  would  have  seemed  bold. 
I have  written  this,  hoping  it  may  be  of  use  to  you  in  your  care  of  her, 
if  that  word  can  be  used  in  this  case.  Poor  girl,  I hope  she  may  yet  be  a 
good  woman  and  I really  think  she  may  be. 

“You  have  no  idea  how  her  mother  praises  your  kindness  and  appreciates 
your  help.  What  a great  work  it  is ; I wish  you  every  success  in  it.  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  how  D.  is  getting  on.” 

3.  German-Canadian ; eighteen  years  old.  Had  been  living  some  years 
in  New  England;  her  only  relative  a sister,  also  at  service.  She  had  been 
for  a short  time  at  the  Mass.  Infant  Asylum  as  wet-nurse  (her  child  with 
her)  before  application  was  made  to  us  for  her.  But  before  she  actually 
left  the  Asylum,  the  matron  sent  her  to  a private  family  as  wet-nurse 
for  a delicate  child;  her  infant  being  received  with  her.  While  there,  she 
was  married  to  the  father  of  her  child.  The  following  letter  is  from  her 
employer : 

“B.  has  certainly  proven  a great  blessing  to  us,  and  my  little  son  is  a 
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strong,  healthy  child.  B.  has  been  so  faithful  in  her  care  of  him,  and  I 
have  grown  so  fond  of  her.  I find  her  most  agreeable  and  willing  in  every 
way,  and  she  is  a perfect  puzzle  to  me — to  find  so  good  a girl  as  she  really 
is— in  her  position.  As  she  told  you,  she  was  married  last  Saturday.  My 
pastor  married  them  here  at  my  home,  and  B.’s  sister  and  myself  were  the 

only  witnesses.  Mr.  is  a very  refined  appearing  young  nian,  and 

I was  much  surprised  to  find  so  much  decency  in  him.  He  appears  to  be 
very  fond  of  B.,  and  fairly  worships  that  boy.  He  wants  them  to  come  to 
him  as  soon  as  possible,  but  I think  B.  intends  to  stay  with  me  as  long 
as  she  can  nurse  my  baby.  I shall  hate  to  part  with  her,  for  she  seems 
to  almost  belong  to  us  now,  but  I am  glad  she  can  leave  me  for  her 
own  home.  Her  boy  is  well  and  strong,  and  such  a good  child.  One 
would  scarcely  know  he  was  in  the  house.” 

4.  Irish- American;  21  years  old.  This  seemed  at  one  time  a hopeless 
case.  She  had  been  in  the  State  Industrial  School;  but  being  now  of  age, 
the  managers  had  no  longer  any  control  over  her.  When  application  was 
made  to  us  in  June,  1907,  there  were  still  four  months  to  care  for  her, 
before  she  could  be  admitted  to  any  Hospital.  Through  the  energy  of  one 
of  our  workers,  two  situations  were  found  for  her  during  that  period. 
After  her  child’s  birth,  she  seemed  to  have  no  love  for  him  at  all;  so 
that  we  feared  we  should  have  to  give  up  the  charge  of  the  case.  But  the 
hope  and  perseverance  of  the  agent  who  cared  for  her,  prevailed.  The 
feeling  of  the  mother  toward  her  infant  seemed  to  change'.  She  has  now 
had  him  with  her  about  four  months;  is  warmly  attached  to  him,  and  is 


improving  m every  way. 


5.  Finn.  Application  July,  1907.  Brought  to  us  by  the  Finnish  Mission- 
ary (a  woman).  At  the  date  of  application  she  had  been  in  the  U.  S. 
about  a year,  and  her  infant  was  seven  months  old.  We  sent  her  to  a 
situation  where  her  child  was  received  with  her,  and  her  wages  were 
$3.00  a week.  We  have  heard  from  her  since,  several  times.  The  employer 
writes  that  she  is  “the  best  maid  she  ever  had.”  The  child  is  doing  very 
well  and  the  mother  contented  and  happy.  In  December,  1907,  the  mother 
made  a little  visit  to  Boston,  the  Fij^nish  missionary  meeting  her  and 


> 


y 


13 


seeing  that  she  was  cared  for  here,  and  her  journey  back  again  safely 
accomplished. 


6.  American ; 19  years  old.  Application,  January,  1907,  infant  about  a 
month  old.  Mother  dead;  father  married  again,  and  the  young  girl  was 
brought  up  by  an  aunt.  She  was  engaged  to  be  married  to  the  child’s 
father,  but  from  an  accident  he  became  a helpless  cripple,  so  she  “thought 
she  would  do  what  she  could  alone.”  Miss  Locke  visited  her  at  the  Hos- 
pital, and  afterwards  several  times  at  the*Mass.  Infant  Asylum,  where  she 
went  as  wet-nurse  after  leaving  the  Hospital.  In  July,  1907,  the  matron 
notified  us  that  she  was  ready  to  leave  the  Asylum,  but  she  had  proved 
“so  trustworthy  and  capable  as  a nurse”  (“the  best  in  the  house”)  that  she 
might  remain  until  a good  situation  was  found  for  her.  Before  this  was 
arranged  the  matron  asked  leave  to  send  her  as  wet-nurse  to  a delicate 
infant,  in  a private  family  (taking  her  own  child  with  her).  In  October 
she  was  no  longer  needed,  and  we  found  another  situation  for  her,  where 
the  employer  reports  her  entirely  satisfactory. 


' ^ -• 


7.  From  British  Provinces.  Brought  to  us  in  August,  1907,  by  a 
District  nurse  who  asked  that  she  be  provided  with  a situation  at  once  as 
her  cousin’s  influence  was  adverse  to  her  keeping  her  infant.  (The  nurse 
had  attended  the  child  in  a slight  illness.)  Application  had  been  made  to 
the  Mass.  Infant  Asylum,  and  to  the  Children’s  Friend  Society.  Investiga- 
tion showed  that  the  relatives  were  very  respectable  people.  A lady  who 
had  known  the  family  had  received  the  young  woman  when  she  first  came 
to  Boston,  but  said  she  (the  girl)  was  “ungrateful  and  untrained.”  She 
could  not  return  to  her  family  as  her  father  knew  nothing  of  her 
circumstances,  and  to  hear  of  them  “would  kill  him.”  We  paid  her 
board  about  two  weeks  and  then  sent  her  to  a situation.  She  is  doing 
very  well ; becoming  more  and  more  attached  to  her  child.  Her  character 
from  her  employer  is,  that  she  is  very  goodnatured,  and  apparently  happy. 


>7^  - y 


At  our  rooms  at  27  Fayette  street,  2258  interviews  have  been  held  during 
the  year,  2200  letters  written  and  170  situations  procured.  Some  of  these 
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situations  were  provided  for  new  applicants,  others  for  those  already 
on  our  list. 


During  the  year,  222  new  applications  have  been  received  at  the  Branch 
in  Fayette  street.  Of  these,  121  were  from  unmarried  women,  and  101  from 
married.  The  following  list  will  show  by  what  agencies  these  applicants 
were  referred: 

Private  Individuals  40 

Associated  Charities  32 

Children’s  Aid  Society  30 

Mass.  Infant  Asylum  .21 

Children’s  Mission  14 

Young  Women’s  Christian  Association  10 

Day  Nurseries  , 9 

Children’s  Friend  Society  8 

State  Board  of  Charities  8 

Hospitals  6 

W.  E.  and  I.  Union 6 

Home  for  Little  Wanderers 5 

St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society  4 

Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  4 

Gwynne  Temporary  Home  3 

Probation  Officers  3 

Chardon  St.  Home  2 

Florence  Crittenton  Home  2 

Employment  Offices  2 

Brookline  Friendly  Society  1 

Lawrence  City  Mission  1 

Temporary  Home  for  Women 1 

Trustees  for  Children  1 

Catholic  Charitable  Bureau  1 

Denison  House  1 

Anti-Tuberculosis  Association  (Cambridge)  1 

Boston  Dispensary  1 

Distrist  Nurse 1 

State  Industrial  School  (Probation  Dep’t.)  1 

City  ^Missionary  Society  1 

Heard  of  our  Charity 2 


222 
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Disposition  of  New  Applications  Received  at  the  Fayette  Street 


Branch. 

Placed  in  situations  78 

Referred  to  Miss  Parkman  (having  been  already  on  her  list)  3 

Returned  to  relatives  (taking  the  infant  with  them)  11 

Married  (keeping  the  child)  6 

Advised  19 

Referred  to  other  charities  • 41 

Withdrawn  58 

Pending,  January  1,  1908  6 
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, The  cases  marked  ‘"withdrawn”  it  would  be  difficult  to  classify. 
In  some  instances,  the  mothers  made  very  good  plans  for  them- 
selves, and  our  agents  are  still  in  friendly  relations  with  them  and 
see  them  now  and  then.  In  others,  they  disappeared,  and  there 
has  been  no  success  in  following  them  up.  In  one  or  two  such 
cases,  a great  deal  of  work  was  done  on  the  case  before  this 
happened.  The  variations  are  endless,  and  to  do  the  matter 
justice,  each  history  would  have  to  be  given  separately. 

Our  great  need  at  present  is  of  a better  financial  support.  We 
were  never  so  well  euqipped  for  good  work.  The  wisdom  and 
efficiency  of  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  Branch  at  Fayette 
Street  is  acknowledged  and  appreciated  by  workers  in  other  chari- 
ties, but  we  cannot  meet  the  increasing  demands  made  upon  us 
or  even  maintain  our  present  standard  of  usefulness  unless  our 
income  is  increased.  We  earnestly  hope  for  the  interest  of  the 
community,  to  enable  us  to  continue  and  perfect  a work  which 
the  experience  of  many  years  has  proved  so  important. 

Lilian  F.  Clarke. 

Mary  R.  Parkman. 
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MOTHERS  ASSISTED  IN  1907. 

Old  cases  (continued  from  1906)  174 

New  cases  (first  taken  in  1907)  272 


446 

Married  women  (new  cases)  120 

Unmarried  women  (new  cases)  152 


272 

Married  women  (old  cases)  67 

Unmarried  women  (old  cases)  107 


174- 

Married  women  (old  cases)  67 

Married  women  (new  cases)  ’..120 


187 

Unmarried  women  (old  cases)  107 

Unmarried  women  (new  cases)  -..152 


259 

Nationality  of  Old  Cases. 

{Married.) 

Irish  18 

British  Provinces  15 

American  ' 13 

Irish-American  4 

English  6 

Scotch  __2 

Swedish  4 

French  1 

French-Canadian  1 

Polish  1« 

Italian  1 

Unrecorded  1 


67 
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Hr  ( U nmarried. ) 

H'  British  Provinces  24 

W Irish  :i8 

H American  18 

1^  Irish-American  15 

K Canadian  2 

r French-Canadian  3 

If’  French- American  3 

R English  3 

I”.  English-American  1 

h ■ English-Irish  1 

p Scotch  2 

T Scotch-American  1 

Swedish  4 

r.  German  2 

German-American  2 

Italian-American  1 

. . • Norwegian  1 

j Finn  2 

Colored  3 

Unrecorded  1 
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Nationality  of  New  Cases. 

{Married.) 

Irish  32 

American  26 

Irish-American  11 

British  Provinces  13 

Canadian  4 

F rench-Canadian 

English  

Scotch  

Scqtch-English 

Scotch-Irish  1 

French-Irish  1 

German-Irish  1 

German-American  2 

Swedish  5 

Norwegian  1 


CO  CM  CM 
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Russian  1 

Finn  1 

Italian  1 

Portuguese  1 

Jewess  1 

Syrian  1 

Colored  5 


120 

{Unmarried.) 

Irish  38 

Irish-American  16 

American  27 

British  Provinces  20 

Canadian  1 

French-Canadian  1 

German-Canadian  1 

English  5 

Scotch  8 

English-Scotch  1 

English-Irish  1 

Erench-Irish  1 

Erench-American  2 

Spanish-Irish  1 

German  2 

German-American  2 

Swedish  8 

Danish  2 

Norwegian  : 1 

Finn  1 

Portuguese  1 

Jewess  1 

Colored  9 

Unrecorded  2 


152 

Ages  of  New  Cases. 

{Unmarried.) 

15  years  old  1 

17  “ “ 3 
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18  years  old  6 

19  “ “ 12 

20  “ “ 14 

21  “ “ 15 

22  “ “ 15 

23  “ “ 11 

24  “ “ 16 

25  “ “ 11 

26  “ “ 13 

27  “ “ 7 

28  “ “ 8 

'29  “ “ 4 

30  “ “ 3 

32  “ “ 2 

33  “ “ 1 

34  “ “ ' 2 

35  “ “ < 5 

Over  35  2 

Unrecorded  1 


152 
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SOCIETY  FOR  HELPING  DESTITUTE  MOTHERS  AND  INFANTS. 

1907. 

Receipts. 


Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1907  $41.34 

Subscriptions  during  1907  3,356.41 

Interest  on  investments  and  bank  balances  201.39 

Repaid  by  mothers  assisted  2.00 

Telephone  rebate  14.17 

Sale  of  telephone  rights  2.59 

Borrowed  of  Legacy  Account,  1907  200.00 


$3,817.90 


Expenditures. 


Board  of  women  and  children  $509.82 

Clothing  for  women  and  children  98.23 

Fares  and  travelling  154.82 

Advertising  29.66 

Doctors’  bills  and  medicine  18.00 

Milk  and  food  for  infants  14.57 

Expresses  17.80 

Stationery  23.12 

Catalogue  cards  22.50 

Postage,  cards  and  stamped  envelopes  89.88 

Printing  Annual  Report  99.50 

Printing  Appeal  31.20 

Sundries  • 32.07 

Furniture  20.95 

Care  of  room  at  Chardon  Street  9.69 

Rent  of  room  for  patients  2.50 

Rent  of  rooms  at  Fayette  Street 300.00 

Salary  of  assistants  1,946.86 

Telephone  ^ 91.05 

Rent  of  box'at  State  Street  Trust  Company  vaults  10.00 

Repaid  Legacy  Account  (1906  and  1907)  275.00 

Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1908  20.68 


$3,817.90 
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Investments. 

1 share  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  at  par  $50.00 

4 shares  New  England  Investment  and  Security  Company,  at  par,  400.00 
7 shares  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  at  par..  700.00 
Bond  of  the  Cincinnati,  Dayton  & Ironton  Railroad  Company, 

at  5 per  cent.,  at  par  1,000,00 

Parti-mortgage  receipts  of  the  Conveyancers  Title  Insurance 

Company  at  4 1-2  per  cent.,  at  par 1,500.00 

Uninvested  portion  of  Mrs,  William  B.  Greene’s  legacy,  on  de- 
posit in  State  Street  Trust  Company  533.84 


$4,183.84 

Sarah  H.  Williamson,  Treasurer. 

Boston,  January  1,  1908. 

Examined,  verified  and  approved. 


Henry  H,  Edes,  Auditing  Committee. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND  DONATIONS  RECEIVED  DURING 

1907. 


Rev.  Charles  G.  Ames  . . . 

$10.00 

Mrs.  R.  L.  De  Normandie. 

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Amory  

50.00 

Franklin  Dexter,  M.D.  . . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Edward  Atkinson  . . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Charles  F.  Dole 

5.00 

Mrs.  F.  C.  Barlow  

25.00 

Mrs.  Thomas  Doliber  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Blake  . . . 

10.00 

Miss  Louisa  L.  Dresel  . . . 

100.00 

Mrs.  S.  Parkman  Blake  . . 

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Elliott  

6.00 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Bremer 

25.00 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Emerson  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  S.  Brooks  

25.00 

Miss  H.  P.  Emmons  

5.00 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Bryant  

25.00 

William  Endicott  

50.00 

Mrs.  Allston  Burr  

5.00 

The  Misses  Eustis  

5.00 

Mrs.  George  E.  Cabot  . . . 

10.00 

Mrs.  R.  B.  Fairbairn 

5.00 

Mrs.  Henry  B.  Cabot  .... 

50.00 

Mrs.  W.  Scott  Fitz  

50.00 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Cabot  

5.00 

]\Irs.  James  G.  Freeman  . . 

10.00 

Mrs.  Walter  C.  Cabot  .... 

20.00 

From  a Friend  

25.00 

Cantabrigia  Philanthropic 

A Friend 

Guild  

5.75 

(Through  Dr.  Palmer) . 

10.00 

Mrs.  James  B.  Case  

100.00 

A Friend 

“Cash”  

5.00 

“For  a Special  Case”  . . 

6.40 

Mrs.  F.  W.  Chandler  .... 

5.00 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Gardiner  

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Clark  

2.00 

Miss  Emily  Gray  

3.00 

Mrs.  John  T.  Clark  

5.00 

Miss  Harriet  Gray  

150.00 

Miss  Cora  H.  Clarke  .... 

20.00 

Mrs.  Horace  Gray  

10.00 

Miss  Lilian  F.  Clarke  .... 

160.00 

Miss  Isa  C.  Gray 

25.00 

Mrs.  Julian  Codman  

10.00 

Mrs.  Russell  Gray  

10.00 

Mrs.  Russell  S.  Codman  . . 

10.00 

Francis  B.  Greene  

10.00 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Coolidge  

10.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Greenough  . . . 

3.00 

Mrs.  Sidney  Coolidge  

20.00 

Henry  S.  Grew  . . .• 

25.00 

Miss  Alice  Cotting  

5.00 

Miss  M.  R.  Grinnell  

5.00 

Miss  Grace  G.  Cowing  . . . 

20.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Guild  

10.00 

Mrs.  James  M.  Crafts  .... 

25.00 

The  Misses  Hawes  

5.00 

Miss  Cruft  

10.00 

Mrs.  John  Homans  

10.00 

The  Misses  Curtis  

5.00 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Hooper  

10.00 

Mrs.  Charles  P.  Curtis  . . . 

100.00 

Mrs.  Robert  C.  Hooper  . . 

20.00 

Miss  F.  G.  Curtis  '. 

15.00 

Miss  H.  S.  Howard  

5.00 

Mrs.  Francis  George  Cur- 

Mrs. James  Henry  Howe  . 

5.00 

tis  

2.00 

Miss  Charlotte  A.  Hedge  . 

5.00 

Mrs.  Greely  S.  Curtis  .... 

25.00 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Hemenway  . . . 

10.00. 

Mrs.  James  F.  Curtis 

10.00 

Mrs.  Arthur  Hunnewell  . . 

50.00 

Andrew  McFarland  Davis. 

20.00 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Hutchins  .... 

5.00 
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M.  C.  J 15.00 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Jackson  10.00 

Miss  M.  C.  Jackson  25.00 

Mrs.  Pierre  Jay  10.00 

B.  M.  Jones  5.00 

Mrs.  Elliott  P.  Joslin  ...  5.00 

Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball  . . . 100.00 
King’s  Chapel  Committee 

on  Charities  50.00 

Mrs.  G.  M.  Lane  10.00 

Mrs.  Henry  Lee  50.00 

Mrs.  Joseph  Lee  100.00 

Mrs.  Augustus  P.  Loring  . 10.00 

Mrs.  Thornton  K.  Lothrop  50.00 

A.  Lawrence  Lowell  25.00 

Mrs.  F.  C.  Lowell  15.00 

Mrs.  George  C.  Lowell  . . . 10.00 

Miss  Georgina  Lowell  ....  5.00 

Arthur  T.  Lyman  50.00 

Mrs.  Theodore  Lyman  . . . 50.00 

Mrs.  Thomas  Mack  5.00 

Miss  Ida  M,  Mason  50.00 

Massachusetts  Charitable 

Fire  Society  50.00 

Miss  M.  C.  Mixter  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Morison  25.00 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Morse  5.00 

Mrs.  Frederick  S.  Moseley  10.00 

Andrew  Nickerson  10.00 

Mrs.  Otis  Norcross  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Osgood  and  Miss 

Emily  L.  Osgood  20.00 

The  Misses  Paine  10.00 

Mrs.  John  C.  Palfrey 5.00 

S.  E.  Palmer,  M.D 5.00 

Charles  W.  Parker  10.00 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Peabody  10.00 

Mrs.  S.  Endicott  Peabody.  10.00 

F.  A.  Peters  10.00 

Mrs.  Dudley  L.  Pickman, 

for  1906  and  1907  50.00 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Putnam  30.00 


Proceeds  of  a concert 
(given  through  Miss  F. 

G.  Curtis)  202.00 

E.  C.  Putnam  from  A.  C. 

L.  fund  10.00 

Miss  E.  C.  Putnam  “For  a 

Special  Case”  5.00 

A.  A.  R 15.75 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Raymond  . . . 2.00 

Mrs.  John  Richardson  ....  3.00 

William  L.  Richardson, 

M. D 50.00 

Miss  E.  Rodman  10.00 

Miss  Annette  P.  Rogers  . 15.00 

Mrs.  Richard  M.  Salton- 

stall  10.00 

Mrs.  Oscar  H.  Sampson  . . 5.00 

Mrs.  F.  R.  Sears  10.00 

Mrs.  Robert  G.  Shaw  ....  25.00 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Staigg  5.00 

State  Industrial  School  . . 5.51 

Mrs.  Robert  H.  Stevenson.  10.00 

Mrs.  F.  Stone  10.00 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Storrow  25.00 

Mrs.  Solomon  P.  Stratton.  10.00 
, Mrs.  John  H.  Sturgis  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  F.  E.  Sweetser  2.00 

W.  F.  T.  “For  a Special 

Case”  . . . .■ 10.00 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Thacher  5.00 

Mrs.  S.  V.  R.  Thayer  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  J B..  Tileston  3.00 

Mrs.  H.  D.  Tudor  3.00 

Miss  Susan  Upliam  20.00 

G.  W.  W.  5.00 

Mrs.  Oliver  F.  Wadsworth.  10.00 

Miss  Ellen  M.  Ward  5.00 

Mrs.  William  F.  Weld  . . . 50.00 

Mrs.  Alexander  H.  Wheel- 
er   5.00 

Miss  Helen  Wheeler  5.00 

Mrs.  Edward  Wheelwright  20.00 
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Miss  A.  B.  Willson  10.00 

Mrs.  Henry  Winsor  10.00 

Miss  Mary  P.  Winsor  ....  10.00 

Mrs.  Robert  C.  Winthrop, 

Jr 25.00 


Women’s  Alliance,  New 
South  Church,  Boston  . . 2.00 

Miss  Sarah  Wheelwright  . 5.00 

Mrs.  Amy  White  5.00 

Mrs.  Charles  T.  White  . . 5.00 


Second  Contributions. 


Mrs.  S.  Brooks  $50.00 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Gardiner  5.00 

Henry  S.  Grew  25.00 


Mrs.  Joseph  Lee  50.00 

Mrs.  Theodore  Lyman  . . . 30.00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Morison  50.00 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  MAY  BE  SENT  TO  MRS.  WILLIAM 
C.  WILLIAMSON  (SARAH  H.  WILLIAMSON,  TREAS- 
URER), 370  MARLBOROUGH  STREET,  OR  TO  DR.  C. 
P.  PUTNAM,  63  MARLBOROUGH  STREET,  BOSTON, 
MASS. 
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DONATIONS  OF  CLOTHING,  ETC. 

First  Parish  Church,  Cambridge^  by  Mrs.  A.  S.  Kendall — Women’s  cloth- 
ing (29  articles.) 

Miss  Lucy  W.  Baxter — Clothing  for  infants. 

The  Fragment  Society — 2 layettes. 

Boston  Provident  Association — Clothing  for  women  and  children. 

The  Needlework  Guild,  by  Mrs.  T.  L.  J.  Lockwood — Infants’  clothing  (12 
garments.) 

Co-operative  Work  Rooms — Clothing  for  women  and  children. 

Mrs.  Barry — Clothing  for  women.* 

Mrs.  Richard  S.  Russell — Infants’  clothing  (29  garments.) 

Sunday  School  Class,  Second  Congregational  Church,  Dorchester,  by  Miss 
E.  W.  Torrey — 6 infants’  jackets. 

Wednesday  Morning  Sewing  Circle,  by  Miss  A.  S.  Ward — Infants’  cloth- 
ing (101  garments.) 

Lend-a-Hand  Club,  1874,  by  Mrs.  H.  M.  Edwards — 2 layettes. 

Children’s  Mission — Clothing  for  women. 

Miss  E.  T.  Emerson,  Concord — A package  of  infants’  clothing;  toys  and 
pictures. 

Systematic  Sewing  Circle,  by  Miss  Lothrop — Infants’  clothing  (88  gar- 
ments.) 

Systematic  Sewing  Circle  (second  donation)  by  Mrs.  Royal  Robbins — In- 
fants’ clothing  (117  garments.) 

First  Parish  Church,  Cambridge  (second  donation),  by  Mrs.  A.  S.  Ken- 
dall— Clothing  for  women  and  children  (45  garments.) 

VV^ednesday  Morning  Sewing  Circle,  by  Mrs.  Felix  Rackemann — Clothing 
for  children  (102  garments.) 

Mrs.  Shepherd  Brooks — Clothing  for  children  (17  garments.) 

The  Needlework  Guild  (second  donation),  by  Mrs.  T.  S.  Lockwood — 
Clothing  for  women  and  children  (38  garments.) 

A Friend,  by  Miss  H.  A.  Cummings — A large  quantity  of  clothing  for 
women  (including  12  pairs  of  India  rubbers.) 

A Friend,  by  Miss  Cummings — 12  knitted  jackets  for  children. 

Mrs.  Burdett,  by  Miss  Cummings — 12  dolls  for  Christmas  gifts. 

Two  Patients,  formerly  assisted — Clothing  for  Children. 

Young  Men’s  Christian  Union,  by  Miss  E.  S.  Johnson — 4 drives  for  in- 
valids (carriage  orders.) 

The  Bedford  Unitarian  Women’s  Alliance — Thanksgiving  dinner. 
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(Society  Incorporated  March  24,  1904.) 
BY-LAWS. 


1.  The  name  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  “Society  for  Helping  Desti- 
tute Mothers  and  Infants.” 

2.  The  officers  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  a President,  Treasurer, 
Secretary,  and  a Council,  consisting  of  not  less  than  five  and  not  more 
than  twenty  members,  who  shall  have  the  powers  that  directors  custom- 
arily have  in  corporations. 

3.  Meetings  of  the  Corporation  may  be  called  at  any  time,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  President  or  Secretary,  by  a written  notice  mailed  to  the 
last  known  address  of  each  member  of  the  Corporation  three  days  at 
least  before  such  meeting. 

4.  Four  members  of  the  Corporation  shall  constitute  a quorum. 

5.  The  By-laws  may  be  amended  or  added  to,  at  any  regularly  called 
meeting  of  the  Corporation,  by  a majority  vote  of  the  members  present 
and  acting. 

At  a meeting  held  on  March  16,  1904,  an  amendment  to  By-law  3 was 
passed,  providing  that  meetings  shall  be  .called  at  the  written  request  of 
three  members  (in  the  same  manner  that  the  usual  meetings  are  called 
by  the  Secretary;  that  is,  by  written  notice  mailed  to  each  member  three 
days  at  least  before  such  meeting),  and  that  there  shall  be  an  annual 
meeting  in  the  month  of  February  for  the  election  of  officers  and  such 
other  business  as  may  come  before  the  meeting,  of  which  notice  shall 
be  sent  as  in  case  of  other  meetings. 

At  a meeting  held  January  16,  1907,  a second  amendment  to  By-law  3 
was  passed,  providing  that  the  words  “in  the  month  of  February”  be 
changed  to  “in  January  or  February,”  so  that  the  annual  meeting  may 
be  held  in  January,  if  desired. 


